The actual impact of papova-lik e viruses on their hosts has not been fully assessed. 57
Neither is it clearly understood whether one or more viruses are involved in these 58 gonad conditions. In 2007, we observed VGH in C. gigas gonad tissue sampled from 59 2 separate production sites in Ireland. We reprocessed the wax embedded oyster 60 gonad tissue for electron microscopy and describe the ultrastructure of the viral 61 particles observed in these infected oysters. ethanol with agitation for 1 hour, followed by 100% resin for 2 hours minimum. 82
Tissues were embedded in resin and cured at 60ºC for 2-3 days. Semi-thin sections 83
were stained with 1% toluidine blue and ultra-thin sections were stained with uranyl 84 acetate and lead citrate. Ultra-thin sections were viewed using a Hitachi H-7500 85 transmission electron microscope at 75kV. ovocyte was normal and peripherally displaced chromatin could be observed (Fig 3) . 100
5
The viral particles were approximately 45 to 50nm in diameter and non-enveloped 101 (Fig. 4 ). They were 5 or 6 sided in section suggesting an icosahedral symmetry (Fig.5) . 102
Under TEM the viral particles from both sites appeared to be similar. 
